If one doubts the transformation of the institutional American Roman Catholic Church in the past 25 years from Vatican II-style community to reassertion of hierarchy, one need only set side by side these two volumes about the Archdiocese of Dubuque on the occasions of its 150th and 175th anniversaries. It is not just the starkness of the Seed/ Harvest volume contrasted with the lavish, slick, coffee table look of Archdiocese of Dubuque. Nor that the former was published and printed in Dubuque and the latter published in France and printed in China. The key is in the fine print on the last page of the latter book, where the first six chapters are acknowledged as an "edited" version of the former book.
To discover the extent of the editing, compare Sister Jane Coogan's original take on Archbishop John Hennessy with the bowdlerized version. Sister Coogan wrote, What are the earmarks of IRISH bishops . . . in America? Usually they were educated on the continent and well beyond the education level of the people they served; they led lives apart and aloof from those people and from the less-advantaged clergy. Their word was law, and diocesan matters solely their affair. . . .
In any case, the career of John Hennessy shows many characteristics of the IRISH bishop ordained for America, in contrast to the AMERICAN bishop with roots, like his, deeply embedded in the old sod.
And here is the edited version: Published for the first time, this collection of 39 maps of the Missouri River from the mouth of the Gasconade River in Missouri to Fort Pierre in present-day South Dakota offers the viewer some of the earliest recorded visual depictions of the region. Printed at 85 percent of their
